[image: ]Virginia State Police www.vsp.virginia.gov
Media Release
News Release No. 14
For Immediate Release: June 5, 2014

VIRGINIA STATE POLICE GRADUATES 44 NEW TROOPERS
121st Basic Session Reports for Individual Duty Assignments Monday

RICHMOND – The Virginia State Police will celebrate the addition of 44 new troopers to its ranks at a graduation ceremony Friday, June 6, 2014. Commencement exercises for the 121st Trooper Basic Session begin at 10 a.m. in the Virginia State Police Gymnasium at 7700 Midlothian Turnpike in Richmond.
           
The graduating troopers come from every corner of the Commonwealth as well as Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, and Ohio. Many in the class sought out the Virginia State Police because “this is what I planned to do after serving my country…it’s continuing to serve my community” and “I left the cubicle government life to make a ‘boots on the ground’ difference in the state I love.”

A number of the new troopers, prior to entering the Academy to begin their new career with the Department, served with other law enforcement agencies and/or with a branch of the military. The 121st Basic Session yields more than 12 years of previous law enforcement and corrections experience, as well as almost 68 years of prior military service.

Recently, the class helped kick-off the Drive to Save Lives initiative on the steps of the State Capitol with Governor Terry McAuliffe. The 121st Basic Session was part of the 111 law enforcement officers in attendance to help promote and introduce the Commonwealth to Drive to Save Lives, a the nationwide traffic-safety initiative aimed at reducing traffic deaths by 15 percent in 2014  and to improve officer safety on the highways.

Members of the 121st Basic Session began their probationary training phase Aug. 25, 2013, followed by 26 weeks of academic, physical and practical training at the Academy. The probationary phase, which allows recruits to train in the field prior to attending the Academy, requires trainees to complete two and half weeks of introductory training at the Academy before being assigned to a Field Training Officer (FTO). The new troopers have received more than 1,500 hours of classroom and field instruction in more than 100 different subjects, including crime scene investigation, survival Spanish, judicial procedures, self defense, cultural diversity and firearms.

Following graduation, the new troopers final phase of training begins Monday, June 9, 2014, when the new troopers report to their respective duty assignments. Each trooper will spend a minimum of six weeks with a field training officer learning his or her new patrol area and day-to-day duties. 

Individual trooper’s photos are available to the media via e-mail.
Please contact Ms. Corinne Geller at Corinne.geller@vsp.virginia.gov
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121st BASIC GRADUATING CLASS
Kyle James Allen	Medina, New York	Arlington
London Wade Atkins	Danville	Appomattox
David Alan Balek	Branchville	Isle of Wight
Joseph Michael Balek	Branchville	Greensville
David Franklin Barker, II	Salem	Henrico
Michael Ian Campbell	Medford, New Jersey	Arlington
Luis Adan Castellon-Rios	Ashburn	Norfolk/Virginia Beach
Aaron Blake Copenhaver	Wytheville	Henrico
Luke John D’Albero	Farmingdale, New Jersey	Henry
Timothy Ray Derosha	Greenville, Michigan	Roanoke
Valerie Ophelia Evans	Bedford	Amherst
Thomas Joseph Ferrara	Northport, New York	Spotsylvania
Reginal Lemar Garnett	Spotsylvania	King George
Christopher James Gefell	Mechanicsville	Mecklenburg
Richard Blake Hasty	Nokesville	Hanover
Solomon Victor Hawkins	Hampton	Hampton/Newport News
Gregory Scott Henshaw	Farmville	Appomattox
Issa Keita Ibrahim	Niger Republic	Norfolk/Virginia Beach
Robert Alan Johnson	Readington, New Jersey	Fluvanna
Stephen Michael Johnson	Spotsylvania	Prince William
Hockaday Ware Jones	Swoope	Shenandoah
Julio Cesar Julio	Stafford	King George
Iman Kassim	Fairfax	Chesapeake
John William Krom	Middlesex	Mathews
John Zachary Lajara	Cambridge, New York	Henrico
Alexander James Lubbers	Cooperstown, New York	Caroline
Christopher Daniel McGowan	Sleepy Hollow, New York	Arlington
Timothy John McNichol, Jr.	Oneida, New York	Gloucester
Travis Heath Pickel	Chilhowie	Smyth
Joshua Steven Riter	Yorktown	Gloucester
Allen Dean Rogers	North Chesterfield	Henrico
Brandon Michael Ronquest	Montpelier	Norfolk/Virginia Beach
Emrah Sabanagic	Utica, New York	Hanover
William Rudolph Schuele	Sparta, New Jersey	Hanover
Jean-Marie Nzabo Sebatumitsi	Manassas	 	   Gloucester					(Continued)


121st BASIC GRADUATING CLASS

George Adam Shahan	Stephens City	 Frederick
Nathan-Michael William Smith	Suffolk	Prince George
Wayne Lowe Stumbo, III	Hiltons	Pulaski
Brandon Aaron Tester	Stanley	Page
Katherine Wade Tucker	Triplet	Norfolk/Virginia Beach
Karl Frederick von Allmen	Cincinnati, Ohio	Accomack
Daniel William Wallace	Dover, Delaware	Accomack
Justin Wayne Williams	Forest	Henrico
Taylor Reese Yowell	Etlan	Loudoun
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